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UNIFORMITY IN CENSUS RETURNS. 



At the last meeting of the International Institute of Statistics, held 
in St. Petersburg, a paper on a World's Census in 1900 was presented 
by Dr. Joseph de Korbsi. In this complaint is made of the lack of 
uniformity of censuses on certain very important points relating to 
the population. The author observes that one of the reasons for the 
establishment of the Congress of Statistics was the securing of uni- 
formity of statistical work published by the bureaus of different 
countries. In nine of the Congresses thus far held six have con- 
sidered this question of uniformity. There is still everywhere, how- 
ever, complaint that the census inquiries, thus far made so enormous and 
so costly, contain very little as yet which is comparable. Congresses 
have had some influence in securing uniformity in schedules adopted, 
but there has not been a sufficient insistence upon the question of 
abstracting the data furnished by the schedules, according to a uniform 
system. In many cases, even where the raw material exists alike for 
all, the results have been worked up according to different schemes. 
Take for example the question of age. In most countries the results 
are published for each year of age ; but in some age is indicated 
only by groups, more or less extensive; in some quinquennial, in 
others decennial. One cannot undertake an international comparison 
for children of school age, or of youth of military age, or of in- 
dividuals of the age of procreation, or of individuals of the age 
of legal responsibility. It is impossible to measure the tendency to 
crime among different nations, since it is impossible from the 
censuses at hand to compare the ages. The age is abstracted year 
by year during the first part of life in France, Greece, Ireland, 
Netherlands, Scotland, while those of later age are indicated only by 
quinquennial groups. In England after the 25th year only decennial 
groups are given. A comparison of the civil state of the population 
fails. In many states, as, for example, in England, Greece, Ireland, 
Portugal, Koumania, and Scotland the number of divorced are not 
given, while Finland groups the divorced with widowers and widows. 
The statistics of nativity and of political allegiance are not satisfactory 
for purposes of comparison. In a number of states the nativity by sex 
is given, as in the German Empire, Bulgaria, Denmark, Scotland, 



21] Uniformity in Census Returns. 21 

Ireland, Sweden, and Switzerland, but in other countries there are 
more or less important variations. Nativity is not asked in Spain, 
Esthonia, Greece, Livonia, or Portugal ; in Finland it is asked only 
for ten countries. In Belgium, Denmark, and Switzerland all 
countries are given, but there is no distinction of sex. In England 
the abstract is made only for countries of the British Empire, while in 
France, Hungary, Italy, and the Netherlands the question is placed 
on the census schedule, but the results have not been elaborated. 

In the year 1887, at the Congress in Rome, an international schedule 
was adopted, and it was accepted the same year by the Congress of 
Demography held at Vienna. The schedule included the following 
inquiries : — 

1. Age for each year. 

2. Age in the city and in the country ; quinquennial groups of 
age for — 

(a) The country, that is, districts with less than 2000 inhabitants. 

(b) Towns from 2000 to 100,000 inhabitants. 

(c) Large cities with more than 100,000 inhabitants. 

3. Civil state ; not married, married, widowers and widowed, 
divorced. 

4. Civil state according to age; quinquennial groups beginning 
with the age of 15 for each of the four categories under No. 3. 

5. Religion (those having at least 1000 followers). 

6. Age by principal religions ; decennial groups. 

7. Number of those above 15 years of age who cannot read. 

8. Number above 15 years of age, according to the principal 
religions, who cannot read. 

9. Nationality (those represented by at least 1000). 

10. Age by principal nationalities ; decennial groups. 

11. Principal nationalities by principal religions. 

12. Those above 15 years of age, by principal nationalities, who 
cannot read. 

13. Country of birth. 

14. Political allegiance. 

The following table shows the results of recent European cen- 
suses on the first five of the points suggested : — 
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Yes = Results comparable; No = Not comparable. 



2. 



A-ge in cities and country; quin- 
quennial groups for - 



Year of Census. 


Age by year. 


a. Country districts below 2000. 
6. Cities, 2000-100,000. 




Yes. 1 


c. Cities, over 100,000. 


1. Germany. 


No. 


1890. Dec. 1. 




Age: —15, —40, —60, 60—. 
Cities classified as: 5000-20,000, 






—100,000, 100,000— inhabitants. 


Alsace-Loraine. 


Yes. 


Yes. 


1890. Dec. 1. 




Cities: —2000, —5000, —20,000, 
—100,000, 100,000--. 


Anbalt. 1890. Dec. 1. 


Yes. 


No. 


Baden. 


Yes. 


No. 


1890. Dec. 1. 




Decennial groups for districts be- 
low 2000 and 2000-20,000, quinquen- 






nial groups for cities over 20,000. 


Bavaria. 


Yes. 


No. 


1890. Dec. 1. 




Classified only as cities and 






country. 


Brunswick. 


No. 2 


No. 


1890. Dec. 1. 


0-15, each year, —18, —20, 


(Other age groupings.) 




then by groups. 




Bremen. 


No. 2 


Not on schedule. 


1890. Dec. 1. 


0-1, 1-5, then by groups to 40, 
—40-50, —60, —65, —70, 






—80, 80. 




Hamburg. 


Yes. 


Not on schedule. 


1890. Dec. 1. 






Hesse. 


Yes. 


Yes. 


1890. Dec. 1. 






Lubeck. 


Yes. 


Not on schedule. 


1895. Dec. 2. j 






Mecklenburg-Schwerin. : 


Yes. 


Not abstracted. 


1890. Dec. 1. 






Oldenburg. 


Yes. 


No. 


1890. Dec.l. 




Without sex. 


Prussia. i 


Yes. 


No. 


1890. Dec. 1. 




Special classification for cities 

above 5000. Ages: —15, 

—40, —60, 60—. 



1 In all of the States of the German Empire age is taken not by " years of age " but according 
to " year of birth". As the census is taken on December 1 the difference is appreciable, since 
the first year comprises only 11 months instead of 12. The returns, however, are indicated as 
comparable with the international schedule, although it is not strictly true. 

2 Comparable in the census of the German Empire. 
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3. 

Civil state. 
Not married, married, wid- 
owers or widows, 
divorced. 

Yes. 



4. 

Civil state according to age ; quin- 
quennial groups beginning with 
15 years for each of four classes. 



Yes. 



Yes. 



Yes. 



Yes. 



Yes. 

-15, —18, —20, —'21, 25 and up- 
wards by quinquennial groups. 



Yes. 
Each year. 

Yes. 



Yes. 
Each year. 



Yes. 
Each year. 



No. No. 

Divorced not classed. See previous column. Age 20-40 

by quinquennial groups, 40-50, 
50-65, 65— 



5. 



Religion. (Sects having at least 
1000 followers.) 



No. 
18 sects, but no distinction as to 
sex. 



Yes. 



Yes. 
18 sects. 

No. 
Only 4 sects. 



No. 
Without sex. 



No. 
Only principal sects and with- 
out sex. 



No. 
6 sects without sex. 



Yes. 



Yes. 



Yes. 
Each year. 



Yes. 



Yes. 



Yes. 



Yes. 
Each year. 



Yes. 
14 sects. 



Yes. 



Yes. 
Each year. 



Yes. 



Yes. 



Yes. 



Yes. 



Yes. 



Yes. 

7 sects. 



Yes. 
17 sects. 
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Year of Census. 



Age by year. 



Saxony. 
1890. Dec. 1. 


No.2 
Quinquennial groups. 

Yes. 


Saxe-Meiningen . 
1895. Dec. 2. 


Thuringian 3 States. 
1890. Dec. 2. 


Yes. 


Wurtemberg. 
1890. Dec. 1. 


Yes. 


2. Austria. 

1890. Dec. 21. 


Yes. 


Bosnia- Herzegovina. 
1895. April 22. 


Year by year, but only for males. 4 


3. Belgium. 

1890. Dec. 31. 


Yes. 



2. 
Age in cities and country; quin- 
quennial groups for — 

a. Country districts below 2000. 

b. Cities, 2000-100,000. 

c. Cities, over 100,000. 



Not abstracted. 



No. 
Only for cities above 10,000. 



No. 

Only percentages. Different 

classification, without sex. 

No. 

Decennial groups. 

Population: —500, —2000, —5000, 

—20,000, 20,000. 

Not abstracted. 



No. 

Age year by year. Population; 
—5000, —10,000, 10,000—. 



4. Bulgaria. 
1893. Jan. 1 



Yes. 



Not abstracted. 



5. Denmark. 
1890. Feb. 1. 



6. Spain. 

1887. Dec. 31. 



Yes. 



7. France. 

1891. April 12. 



8. Great Britain. 
England. 
1891. April 6. 

Scotland. 
1891. April 5. 



Yes. 



No. 

Each year, 0-24, then 

giving groups. 



No. 

Quinquennial groups to 25, 

then decennial. 

No. 
(See England.) 



No. 

Classification only between cities 

and country. 

Not abstracted. 



No. 

Age: 0-1,-19, —39, —59, —60, 60— 

Population : —5000, 10,000-20,000, 

—30,000-100,000, 100,000—. 

Not abstracted. 



No. 

Age, —15, —20, —40, —60, 60- 

for cities, more than 10,000. 



3 Thnringian States: Saxe- Weimar, Saxe-Altenbnrg, Schwarzburg-Sondershausen, Schwarz- 
burg-Rudolstadt, Reuss Aelterer Lime, Reuss Jiingerer Linie. 

4 Out of regard to the Mohammedan population age is asked only of males in Bosnia-Herze- 
govina. 
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4. 



5. 



Civil state. 
Not married, married, wid-i Cml8tate ^cording to age; quit,- Religion. (Sects having at least 
•widows, quenmal groups beginning with ! 1000 followers.1 

15 years for each of four classes, i 



owers or i 
divorced. 



Yes. 



Yes. 



Not abstracted. 



Yes. 




Yes. 

Each year. 

Yes. 

Each year. 


Ye&. 




Yes. 


Yes. 

12 sects. 




Yes. 




Yes. 

Each year. 


No. 
"ID sects without sex . 




Yes. 




Yes. 


Yes. 
17 sects. 




Not abstrax 


ted. 


Not abstracted for men. 4 
Not on schedule for women. 

Yes. 

Each year. 


No. 
Without sex. 


.... 


Yes. 


Not on schedule. 




Yes. 


"" 


Not abstracted. i 


Yes. 

(> sects. 





Yes. 

14 sects. 



No. 
Divorced not given. 

Y es . 



Not abstracted. 



. Yes. 
(See column 1. 



Yes. 
5 sects. 



Not on schedule. 



No. 
Divorced not given. 



No. 

(See columns 1 and 3.) 



Not on schedule. 



No. 
(See England.) 



No. 

Age comparable, but lack 

divorced. 



Not on schedule. 
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Year of Census. 



Ireland. 

1891. April. 5. 

9. GrREECE. 

1879. July 21. 



10. Hungary. 
1890. Dec. 31. 



11. Italy. 

1881. Dec. 31. 



12. Norway. 
1891. Jan. 1. 



13. Netherlands. 
1889. Dec. 31. 



14. Portugal. 
1890. Dec. 1. 



15. Roumania. 



16. Russia. 
Esthonia. 
1881. Dec. 29. 

Finland. 
1890. Dec. 31. 



1. 



Age by year. 



No. 

Each year to 20, 

then quinquennial groups. 

No. 

Each year to 30, 

then quinquennial groups. 



No. 

Each year 0-10, —10-12, —15, 

then quinquennial groups. 

Yes. 



Yes. 



Not abstracted. 



2. 

Ages in cities and country ; quin- 
quennial groups for — 
a. Country districts below 2000. 
A. Cities, 2000-100,000. 
c. Cities, over 100,000. 



No. 
Only for cities of more than 2000. 



No. 

0-1, — 5, then quinquennial groups 

to 60, then decennial. 



Not abstracted. 



Not abstracted. 



No. 

Only principal towns and 
country specified. 

No. 

Classification between cities 

and country. 

No. 

Each year, but only for cities 

above 20,000. 

Not abstracted. 



Not abstracted. 



Not abstracted. 



No. 
Only cities and country. 



Livonia. 
1881. Dec. 29. 



Yes. 



Not abstracted. 



17. Servia. 

1890. Dec. 31. 



18. Sweden. 

1891. Dec. 31. 



19. Switzerland. 
1888. Dec. 1. 



No. 
0-30, each year, then 
quinquennial groups. 

Yes. 



Yes. 



No. 
Only cities and country. 



Only for cities below 10,000, 
—100,000, — and above 100,000. 



No. 
Only for cities above 10,000. 



5 Divorced not given, as law does not permit divorce. 

" An attempt was made to state the number of Protestants and Jews in an inquiry of the pastors 
and rabbis. (Vide Annali di Statistical 3 Serie, No. 7-8, 1883.) 
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3. 

Civil state. 
Not married, married, wid- 
owers, or widows, 
divorced. 



No. 
(See England.) 



4. 

Civil state according to age; quin- 
quennial group beginning with 
15 years for each of four classes. 



No. 
(See Scotland.) 



Religion. (Sects having at least 
1000 followers.) 



Yes. 

297 sects. 



.No. 
Divorced not given. 



Not abstracted. 



No. 
Only 3 groups. 



Yes. 



Yes.' 



Yes. 



No. 
Quinquennial groups, 15-30, 
decennial, 30-00, above 60. 



No. 
Divorced not given. 



No. 
Divorced not given. 



Yes. 



Yes.' 



Yes. 
Each year. 



Yes. 
Each year. 



Not abstracted. 



Yes. 



Not abstracted. 



Yes. 
9 sects. 



Not abstracted. 



Yes.' 



Yes. 

28 sects. 



Not on schedule. 



No. 
7 sects, but without sex. 



Yes. 



No. 

Widows, widowers, and 

divorced in the same 

category. 

Yes. . 



No. 
Each year, but see column 3. 



Yes. 
3 sects. 



Yes. 



No. 
Age, below and above 15. 



Yes. 
f sects. 



Yes. 



Yes.» 



Yes. 



Yes. 
Each year. 



No. 
Only 3 sects, but without sex. 



7 Statistics of religions in Norway now in press. 

8 Statistics of religions in Sweden published in Part (d) Bidrag till Sveriges Officiele Statistik, 
xxxv, 2, Table 0. 
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The results for the remaining inquiries can be more briefly 
presented. 

No. 6. Age by principal religions ; decennial groups. 

Only in Livonia, Sweden, and Denmark are the results comparable, 
and in the latter the data are for each year of age. In Belgium, 
France, England, Scotland, Italy, and Portugal the question was not 
placed upon the schedule. In the other countries the data were not 
abstracted. 

No. 7. Number of those above 15 years of age who cannot read. 

In Bosnia-Herzegovina and Belgium the results are comparable for 
each year of age ; in Ireland for each year between 20 and 24, then 
by quinquennial groups ; in Esthonia and Livonia for age above 14; 
and in Hungary and Italy they are comparable according to the inter- 
national schedule. In Austria the results are not comparable, — the 
ages being given from 6 to 10 for each year, and then by decennial 
groups ; in Bulgaria they are given for the whole population above 6 
years of age ; in Spain, Greece, Portugal, Roumania, and Servia they 
are given only for the total population ; and in Finland for the pop- 
ulation above the age of 10. In the other countries the inquiry was 
not placed upon the schedule. 

No. 8. Cannot read, above 15 years of age, by principal religions. 

In Austria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Spain, Greece, Rou- 
mania, Esthonia, Finland, Livonia, and Servia the data were not 
abstracted from the census schedules. In Ireland the results are not 
comparable as they are indicated for the population above 5 years of 
age. In Hungary the results are not comparable as they are given 
only for the total population. In all the other countries the question 
was not placed upon the schedule. 

No. 9. Nationality. 

Results are comparable in Prussia, Elsthonia, Livonia, and in 
Austria (for 9 nationalities according to the language spoken) ; in 
Bulgaria (for 15 maternal tongues) ; in Hungary (for 12 maternal 
tongues) ; in Finland (for 4 according to language spoken) ; in 
Servia (22 nationalities according to language spoken) ; and Sweden 
(3). They are not comparable in Belgium (only 3 spoken languages) ; 
in Roumania (7 nationalities without sex) ; and in Switzerland (5 
nationalities according to maternal tongue, but without sex). In all 
the other countries the question was not placed upon the schedule. 

No. 10. Age by principal nationalities ; decennial groups. 
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The results were not abstracted for Belgium, Bulgaria, Roumania, 
Finland, Servia, or Switzerland. They are comparable in Prussia, 
Austria (up to 70 years) ; Hungary (up to 60 years) ; and Sweden 
(by quinqennial periods). They are not comparable in Esthonia and 
Livonia (decennial groups up to 30 years, then by groups of 20 years). 
In the other countries the question was not placed upon the schedule. 

No. 11. Principal nationalities by principal religions. 

The results were not abstracted in Austria, Bulgaria, Roumania, 
Finland, Livonia, Servia, or Switzerland. The results are comparable 
for Prussia, Hungary, Esthonia, and Sweden. In the other countries 
the question was not placed upon the schedule. 

No. 12. Cannot read, above 15 years of age, by principal nation- 
alities. 

The results were not abstracted in Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Roumania, or Servia. They are comparable in Esthonia and Livo- 
nia (for age above 14 years). They are not comparable in Hungary 
(only for the total population), and in Finland (for the ages above 
10). 

No. 13. Country of birth. 

The results were not abstracted in Bavaria, Brunswick, Bremen, 
Bosnia-Herzegovnia, Italy, or Netherlands. They are not com- 
parable in Oldenburg (classified only in European countries) ; in 
Belgium (only 10 countries and in part without distinction of sex) ; 
Denmark (without sex) ; Spain and France (foreign countries not 
specified) ; England (specified only for British possessions) ; Hungary 
(omits specification of foreign countries); Finland (only 10 countries 
mentioned) ; Switzerland (38 countries without sex). In other 
countries the results are comparable. 

No. 14. Political allegiance. 

The results were not abstracted in Mechlenburg-Schwerin. They 
are not comparable in Bavaria (without sexj ; Brunswick (omits speci- 
fication of German States) ; Bremen (only 5 countries, without sex) ; 
Bosnia-Herzegovina (specifies only Austria-Hungary) ; Belgium (only 
10 countries and in part without sex) ; Spain (only six countries) ; 
Greece (only 13 countries and without sex) ; Netherlands (6 groups 
of States) ; ard Switzerland (37 countries but without sex). In 
Denmark, Great Britain and Ireland, Norway, Portugal, Roumania 
Finland, and Sweden the question was not placed upon the schedules. 
In other countries the results are comparable. 



